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This edition’s cover is from a mural in the Superior, 
Wisconsin, public library depicting the Evening 
Telegram Building, the first home of WEBC. It was 
painted by artist Carl Gawboy. The story of WEBC 
is as much a tale of two cities, Duluth, Minnesota, 
and Superior, Wisconsin, as it is a tale of a pioneer 
radio station and the men who built it. 


In 1890 newspaper publisher John T. Murphy saw 
Superior, Wisconsin, as an up-and-coming market. 
He left Boston and purchased the Superior Evening 
Telegram, hoping his fortunes would grow along 
with the borders of the Great Lakes shipping hub. 
Superior didn’t pan out as quickly as he would 
have liked, but nearby Duluth, with its high hills 
overlooking Lake Superior, was a natural location 
for early ship-to-shore wireless stations. Between 
1907 and the beginning of WWI, Lee de Forest’s 
Great Lakes Wireless Telephone Company and rival 
Marconi built towers in the area of Duluth’s current 
antenna farm. 


Walter C. Bridges became fascinated with radio 

as a teenager growing up in Illinois. He arrived in 
the Duluth-Superior area in 1917, while serving as a 
wireless operator in the Navy. By that time Duluth 
was home to naval wireless station NUX, an old 
Marconi installation acquired by the Navy during 
World War I. ! 


By the end of 1922 Duluth had two new radio 
stations, WMAT, sponsored by the Paramount 
Radio Corporation, manufacturer of radio apparatus 
and accessories, and WJAP, sponsored by the 
Duluth Herald, the Lyceum Theater, and hardware 
distributor Kelly-Duluth Company. Both were out 
of business by 1927. 


On June 19, 1924, Walter C. Bridges, in partnership 
with John T. Murphy of the Superior Evening 
Telegram, and Leslie Ross of the Ross Electric 
Company, put radio station WEBC on the air, 
broadcasting at 1240 kHz with 50 watts of power 
from the Evening Telegram Building in Superior. 


Initially, the station’s slogan was “Where Sail Meets 
Rail.” ? 


In 1926 WEBC opened makeshift studios in a 
second-floor hotel room in the Spalding Hotel 
located in Duluth’s old bowery district, at what is 
now the site of the Duluth Public Library. 


Fresh out of high school, 17-year-old Charles 
Persons met Leslie Ross and was hired, but with 
one catch; there was no money to pay him. He 
waited on tables part-time at local restaurants so he 
could afford to work for free at the radio station. 


When WEBC 
started selling 
advertising, they 
were able to hire 
Persons full-time for 
$12.50 per week. 
Charlie Persons 
stayed on for the 
next 28 years, 

most of them as 
chief engineer. He 
personally designed 
all of the equipment 
that the station 
would use during 
that time. * 


Charles Persons in 1927 
photo courtesy Mark Persons 


In 1927 the station’s 

slogan changed to “The Head of the Lakes 
Broadcasting Company.” Power was increased 

to 250 watts. Programming was carried from the 
Duluth studio, over phone lines, to the transmitter 
run by Walter Bridges in the Evening Telegram 
Building in Superior. A “T-type” cage antenna was 
supported by a pair of steel towers mounted on the 
roof. The towers were purchased from the Duplex 
Company of South Superior, maker of windmill 
towers for farms. 


In 1928 WEBC joined the NBC “chain.” In 1929 
power increased to 500 watts, and by 1930 the 
power was up to 1,000 watts. The Duluth studio 
moved from a little room on the second floor to a 
new “penthouse” on the top floor of the Spalding 
Hotel. 
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WEBC continued 


In 1932 the Superior studio moved out of the 
Telegram Building and into its new home next to a 
374-foot vertical tower at 40th and Tower Avenue 
in South Superior. The bottom 140 feet of the new 
tower was built of wood. Power was increased to 
5,000 watts daytime and 1,000 watts at night. The 
old transmitter was saved for emergency use and 
kept operational until the mid-1950s. 


On December 19, 1932, John T. Murphy passed 
away. His son, Morgan Murphy, who was 

as quiet and shy as John was outgoing and 
flamboyant, took over his father’s roles at the 
Telegram and at the radio station. WEBC could 
easily have gone the way of its predecessors had 
it not been for the vision of Morgan Murphy and 
the hard work, dedication, and resourcefulness of 
engineer Charles Persons. 


Charles Persons dedicated an entire chapter to 
Morgan Murphy in his book, Where Have all the 
Broadcasters Gone? “He sat there a thin man 
with his face seemingly set in a permanent scowl, 
but it was not a scowl, it was just the way his face 
set when he was relaxed, which he always was. 
But his desk was a blaze of dazzling light from a 
spotlight set in the ceiling. It hurt my eyes to look 
at him. And that light in the ceiling grew brighter 
and brighter as his eyesight dimmed until he was, 
in the end, entirely blind. Then the spotlight was 
turned off. It was no longer needed. 


“His eyesight began to dim when he was in high 
school. Then years later when I was working for 
him and we were on a trip, he always wanted to 

go to a movie instead of a night club. We always 
sat in the front row. Then some years later he was 
entirely blind and I would take him to lunch at 
Duluth’s exclusive club, the Kitchi Gammi Club 
on London Road. We would always sit in the same 
corner on one side of the room away from everyone 
else, a table always reserved for him. It was 

then that I was aware how much his hearing had 
sharpened as his eyes grew dimmer. Sitting there 
he would tell me who else was in the room judging 
only by the voices that drifted our way. 


“He was a great man who few people knew. He 
was a quiet, private sort of person, hidden away 
from the world, yet he was a giant in the 
newspaper, radio, and television industries. 
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“His office was buried in the middle of the Evening 
Telegram Newspaper Building in downtown 
Superior, Wisconsin. Even if you looked for his 
office you would not find it and if by chance you 
did you would not be asked in. He went to and 
from his office thru a short fire escape leading to a 
little-used corridor to his office. You could easily 
work for him for years in his newspaper and never 
once see him. It was not that he did not like people, 
it was just that he was not one to stand on street 
corners or in offices or stores and gossip about the 
time of day. He had his business, his home, and his 
family and that was his world. 


“Max Levine, manager of Morgan’s Superior 
Evening Telegram newspaper, told me of Morgan’s 
first day in his office after his father’s funeral. 
Morgan sat down at his father’s desk and called 
Max in. When Max walked in he stood in front 

of Morgan’s desk and Morgan asked, ‘What are 
they saying?’ Max said, ‘They say you can’t do it.’ 
Morgan said, ‘I can.’ And that was the end of the 
conversation. This was a typical Morgan Murphy 
conversation, short and to the point with no wasted 
words. Max walked out of the room and went 
downstairs to his desk and waited to see if Morgan 
could do it. He could and he did.” 


The Depression was in full swing, but Murphy 
and Persons succeeded in creating the Arrowhead 
Network, building WMFG in Hibbing in 1935 
and WHLB in Virginia, Minnesota, in 1936. In 
1939 they added short-wave radio station W9XJL, 
carrying WEBC programs around the world at 
26.1 mHz with 1,000 watts of power. Later on 
they built WEAU in Eau Claire, and WISC in 
Madison, Wisconsin. 


On September 22, 1936, WEBC’s city of license 
was changed officially from Superior to Duluth, 
with main studios in Duluth’s Spalding Hotel. 
Morgan Murphy acquired majority interest in 

the Head of the Lakes Broadcasting Company, 
while W.C. Bridges continued as WEBC’s general 
manager. WEBC studios were transferred on 
October 1, 1937, to the newly refurbished “WEBC 
Building” on Fourth Avenue and Superior Street in 
Duluth. 


continued on next page 


WEBC continued 
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WEBC Building, Duluth, 1938 


photo courtesy Mark Persons 


In 1939 Edwin Armstrong’s Yankee Network 
began FM broadcasting. WEBC was one of four 
stations in the country with an FM transmitter. 

It operated at 43.1 mHz as experimental station 
W9XYH. In 1943 it was reassigned to 44.5 mHz 
and given call letters WDUL. The station, which 
eventually became WEBC-FM, claimed to be the 
first FM station west of Chicago. 


After serving in the Signal Corps in World War 

Il, Charles Persons returned to Duluth and stayed 
with the Arrowhead Network until 1954. He then 
built over a dozen radio stations, including WELY 
in Ely and KVBR in Brainerd, which he and his 
wife June owned and operated, as well as cable 
television systems in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
They retired in 1982, grew restless, bought back 

K VBR, and operated it for another eight years. 

In 2001 June and Charlie Persons were charter 
inductees into the Minnesota Broadcasting Hall of 
Fame. Charles Persons passed away in 1998 at the 
age of 89. June died in 2013 at the age of 97. 


The Head of the Lakes Broadcasting Company 
(Morgan and Elizabeth Murphy, jointly 52.25 
percent; Walter C. Bridges, 10 percent) sold 
WEBC for $250,000 on January 12, 1959. 


Walter C. Bridges died on September 14, 1964, at 
the age of 68. 


Morgan Murphy passed away on February 7, 1971, 
at the age of 67. Morgan’s daughter, Elizabeth 
Murphy Burns, is the president of the Evening 
Telegram Company, doing business as Morgan 
Murphy Media, and has moved the company 
forward into the digital age. 


Morgan Murphy Media operates television stations 
in Madison and La Crosse, Wisconsin (WISC-TV 
and My Network TV in Madison and WKBT-TV 
and My Network TV in La Crosse). Additionally, 
the company has television stations in three cities 
in Washington (KXLY-TV, Spokane; KAPP-TV, 
Yakima; KVEW-TV, Kennewick); plus five radio 
stations in Grant County in southwest Wisconsin 
and seven radio stations in and around Spokane. 
Elizabeth Murphy Burns and John B. Murphy are 
also the owners of Madison Magazine and are 
joint venturers in RXL Communications, which is 
a video and Internet production company based in 
St. Louis, Missouri. 


“WEBC (560 kHz) is Duluth’s oldest station and 
currently owned by Townsquare Media. It airs a 
classic rock format branded as ‘Sasquatch 106.5.’ 
The AM station feeds an FM translator W293CT 
at 106.5 MHz. While the FM station is limited 

in its coverage area, the AM station can be heard 
through much of Northeastern Minnesota and 
Northwestern Wisconsin. It is powered at 5,000 
watts around the clock. The studios and offices are 
shared with its three other sister stations at 14 East 
Central Entrance, Duluth, Minnesota.” * 


End Notes: 

1. “A Technological History of WEBC Radio 1924 — 

1995” (A graduate thesis by Roger J. Johnson prepared 

for the University of Wisconsin-Superior Department of 
Communicating Arts in partial fulfillment of the requirements 
for a Master of Arts Degree in Communicating Arts April 28, 
1997.) 


2. Charles Ingersoll, Minnesota Airwaves 1912 — 1939 
(Cloquet, Minn., Northern Printery, 1985) WEBC 


3. Charles Persons, Where Have All the Broadcasters Gone? 
(Brainerd, Minn., Lakes Printing, 1996) 


4. Wikipedia ... WEBC 
Special thanks to Mark and Paula Persons for their help with 


this story. 
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The Class of 1924 
Besides WEBC, five other stations went on the air 
in 1924: 


¢ KFOB, the “Glenwood Technical Association 
Station,” was on the air from North Minneapolis in 
February and off the air by mid-April. 


¢ KFOY (Kind Friends of Yours), Maurice 
Goldberg’s “Beacon Radio Service” station, opened 
in March 1924 from his home on Dayton Avenue 
before moving to his radio repair shop at 376 
Robert Street, St. Paul. In 1928 KFOY and Stanley 
Hubbard’s WAMD were consolidated. Hubbard 
received a new license bearing the call letters 
KSTP and KFOY went off the air. 


os 
Beacon Radio “If we can’t fix it ... throw it away” 


¢ KFQF, “The Pleasant Avenue Station,” went on 
the air in the summer of 1924 from 2554 Pleasant 
Avenue in South Minneapolis and was off the air 
by November. 


¢ KFUJ, “Where the Red River of the North Finds | 
Its Source,” in Breckenridge, Minnesota, was off 
the air by the end of 1925. 


¢e KFVN, the “Welcome to Welcome” station in 
Welcome, Minnesota, received authorization on 
April 1, 1924. The station’s owner and announcer, 
Carl Bagley finally managed to put it on the air 

in the spring of 1925 with 10 watts of power. By 
1927 he had lost interest and let the license lapse. 


After floundering for two years and eventually 
failing, WLAG’s equipment and assets were 
purchased by the Washburn Crosby Company and 
reappeared as WCCO. 


A new license was issued by the U.S. Commerce 
Department on September 26, 1924. WCCO 
returned to the air October 2, 1924, and adopted 
the slogan “The Gold Medal Station.” Many of the 
original WLAG staff, including managing director 
Eleanor Poehler and announcer Paul Johnson, 
stayed on with the new station. 


Meanwhile, Dr. George Young had been on the air 
since December 1923 operating station KFMT 
from his living room in North Minneapolis. 
There would be three more call letter changes 
before he settled on WDGY. 
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Congratulations to Tim Arimond NOBYH (far right) and his co-instructor Noel Petit WBO 


Congratulations! 
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VGI (not 


shown) and another group of new ham radio operators. They just finished ten Tuesday nights of the 
“Now You’re Talking” Technician License Class here at the Pavek. We’re happy to have played a part. 


Coming Events 


Sunday, April 23, 4:00 pm: The Norwegian Explorers present another Sherlock Holmes 
radio drama at the Museum. This year’s drama, “The Fingerprints That Couldn’t Lie,” 
first aired April 3, 1944. 


Saturday, May 13, 2:00 pm: The Minnesota DX Club meets here the second Saturday 
of every month from January through June. Stop in and share your stories of long-distance 
reception and learn about the latest receiving equipment. 


Friday and Saturday, May 19 — 20: RADIO DAZE 2017, sponsored by the Northland Antique Radio 
Club, starts right here with the Pavek Museum Garage Sale on Friday, May 19, at 10:00 am. 


RADIO DAZE 2017 continues Friday evening with the Radio Auction at the Comfort Inn Plymouth, 
3000 Harbor Lane, Plymouth, Minn., 763/559-1222. The flea market starts Saturday morning, May 20, 
followed by the equipment contest and a presentation on the history of broadcasting in Minnesota. 


The hotel is giving Radio Daze attendees a special rate of only $79, Thursday through Saturday night. 
Please reserve by May 6, 2017, to assure room availability. 
Go to northlandantiqueradioclub.com for more information. 


May 23 - August 1: The Museum will be closed for renovation. We look forward to seeing you when 
we reopen! 


Tuesday, August 15 — Saturday, August 19: The Antique Wireless Association’s annual convention 
will be held at the RIT Conference Center in Bloomfield, New York. Go to antiquewireless.org for more 
information. 


Saturday, September 9, 10:00 am: Vintage Radio and Vacuum Tube Audio Service class, fall 
semester. Still only $150 for six or seven Saturday mornings of vacuum tube heaven. Sign up now. 


Saturday, September 30, The Minnesota Broadcasting Hall of Fame will be held right here at the 
newly remodeled Pavek Museum. Watch our website pavekmuseum.org for more news as it happens. 


Obituaries 
Cliff Mitchell passed away March 30 at the age of 89. 


After attending Brown Institute Cliff spent his entire broadcast career at KASM in 
Albany, Minn. A 2002 inductee in to the Broadcasting Hall of Fame, being a radio 
personality was one of three career aspirations Cliff had growing up. The others 
were a cowboy and fireman, and he accomplished both of these as well. He followed 
the rodeo for a year and a half and became a volunteer fireman after he started his 
radio career. 


Dan Rowe, the radio voice of the Vikings from 1991 to 2000, died Friday, March 17, 
2017, at the age of 67. He had lived with Lou Gehrig’s Disease for several years. 


Rowe called games from the Metrodome, working through the 2000 season as 
the Vikings switched radio homes from WCCO to KFAN. In 2003 he went on to 
=~ announce for the San Diego Chargers (now the Los Angeles Chargers). He also 
<a = called Hastings High School football games, both during and after his time with the 
ne Vikings. Dan is survived by his wife, Lindsey Guentzel. 
Dan Rowe courtesy Star Tribune 
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Radio Shack, Acme, and International Crystal File Bankruptcy 
While Digi-Key Flourishes 


On March 2, 2017, the RadioShack website began 
displaying banners stating that “all sales are final 
on in-store purchases at all locations,” adding to 
speculation that the company planned to close all 
of its company-owned retail stores. 


RadioShack’s parent company, General Wireless 
Operations, filed for bankruptcy on March 8, 2017. 
It’s the second time in two years that Radio Shack 
has been the subject of a Chapter 11 filing. 


Radio Shack will close 200 stores and is 
“evaluating options” for its remaining 1,300 
locations. 


Acme Electronics, most recently known as 
Electronic Center, 6020 Highway 55, Golden 
Valley, Minnesota, has closed. Customers who 
visited the store on Friday, March 17, 2016, were 
greeted with this notice: 


EFFECTIVE MARCH 17 
WE ARE CLOSED. WE LOST OUR LEASE! 


After 67 years of service to our customers, 
it’s time for us to say Good-Bye! 


The entire Electronic Center staff and | 
would like to thank all of our customers, 
vendors, reps and friends for making us 
your choice. We appreciate everyone who 
has been part of this journey with us. 


All I can say is, we couldn’t have done it 
with out your support! 


Thank You, 


Richard B. Atlas 
Electronic Center 


If you have unfinished business please contact 
us at: info@ECfast.com or fax 763 543 2599 


The March 26 Star Tribune Business Section read: 
Acme Electronics Inc., doing business as Electronic 
Center, filed Chapter 7 on March 20, 2017. 


International Crystal Manufacturing (ICM) 
of Oklahoma City has announced that it will be 
going out of business, probably at the end of 
May. Royden Freeland Jr., WSEMH, son of the 
company’s founder, posted a letter on the ICM 
website. 


“We will be honoring all orders that we have 
already taken and will be able to fill a limited 
amount of new orders dependent upon raw 
materials available,” Freeland said. “We would like 
to thank you for your past business. The success 
of ICM over the previous 66 years has been largely 
due to its amazing customer base.” 


International Crystal produces RF control devices 
— quartz crystals, oscillators, QCM crystals, filters, 
TCXOs/VCTCXOs, and precision crystals. 


Royden R. Freeland Sr. founded International 
Crystal in 1950, at first operating out of his garage. 
One of his first contracts was to produce crystals 
for Collins Radio. The elder Freeland and his wife 
died in a 1978 air crash, and his son took over the 
company, which expanded into the production of 
other electronics in the 1980s. 


Meanwhile, Digi-Key is looking to add a one- 
million-square-foot warehouse and manufacturing 
center to its Thief River Falls, Minnesota, facility 
and 1,000 new workers to its current staff of 3,000. 
It has offered to purchase the land where the 

city’s Municipal Service Center now stands. The 
expansion is expected to cost between $200 million 
and $300 million. 


Digi-Key is the fourth-largest electronic component 
distributor in North America and a broad-line 
distributor of board level components. It ranks as 
the fifth-largest electronic component distributor in 
the world. Founded in 1972 by Ronald Stordahl, 
its name is a reference to the “Digi-Keyer Kit,” 

a digital electronic keyer kit that he developed 

and marketed to amateur radio enthusiasts. He 
continues to privately own the company. 
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Yes, I will sponsor the Pavek Museum! 


Please Print Sponsor Category Amount Enclosed 
NOG a ee O) Individual ($40 per year) 
Address 
O Senior age 62 & above ($30 per year) 
City, State, ZIP Ol Group/Family of 4 ($70 per year) 
Telephone 
Email O Spark Circle ($100 - $499 per year) 
For donations of $500 and above, see pavekmuseum.org for more information. 
O Send my newsletter by email O Regular Mail 
O Please charge my Visa/MC/AmEx/Disc C1) Check enclosed 


Name on Card 


Card Number 
Expiration Date 


e The Pavek Museum is a nonprofit organization supported by contributions. 
Contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 
e We offer unique benefits for each Sponsor Category. For details, see pavekmuseum.org or call 952/926-8198. 
e Benefits extend one year from enrollment date. 
e Contributions may qualify for a matching gift from your employer. Please contact your company for more informatiaie 


